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supposed to lie outside of himself/' but would deliberately aim at
a harmonious development of all his faculties, that Russia of
to-day draws her inspiration. The former Archbishop of Canter-
bury (Dr. Lang), addressing a New Year pageant of Empire and
Allies, said: "There is a beacon shining through the clouds of
destiny. That is Russia, who is righting as one man; not for any
system or party but for the cause of freedom and for the soil which
her people passionately love." Perhaps the source of this beacon
lies in Russia's faith in the dignity of MAN.
In the chapter on Soviet Foreign Policy I have selected a few
excerpts from speeches of Soviet leaders to show that the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics desired peace and that aggressive
war formed no part of her policy. She has no need either of
living space (Lebensraum) or of entering into external markets.
Her Government is not subservient to any financial cliques or
military castes. Peace she needed for the reconstruction of the
country, and with that object in view both the Government and
the Communist Party even compromised the concept of the World
Revolution aimed at by the Third International. But the Soviet
Union remained on guard to defend peace with the greatest vigour,
and could not be taken unawares.
The chapter on The Testament of Faith in Soviet Russia contains
a number of striking observations by some eminent persons of the
world on the achievements of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics within the first quarter-century of its existence. In
his last public address, on his eightieth birthday, Rabindranath
Tagore paid tribute to "the unstinted energy with which Soviet
Russia was trying to fight disease and illiteracy . . . steadily
liquidating ignorance and poverty and abject humiliation from the
face of a vast continent," and to Russia's abolition of class dis-
tinctions. "I unreservedly admire," declared Heinrich Mann,
" the firmness of the Soviet people, their courage, their unshakable
determination, their devotion .to a cause for which they are as
willing to die the death of heroes as to live. . . . The Slav nation
was the first to oppose to the invaders its noble will, predetermin-
ing their destruction. Who can doubt that all Slav peoples have
a great future before them ? Even more readily than my indigna-
tion and sympathy, I express my conviction that they will rise and
fulfil their mission, and together with the Soviet Union show an
example to humanity." These appreciations show that there is